
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

           

 
 
 
 

April 8th, 2016 Meeting Minutes of the Norfolk County Mosquito 
Control District Commission 

 

 

Commissioners present: Robin Chapell, Maureen MacEachern, Linda Shea. 

 

Commissioners absent: Norman Jacques, Richard Pollack 

 

Quorum: A quorum was established. 

 

Others in attendance: David Lawson, Director Caroline Haviland, Field Operations Manager 

 

Note taker:   David Lawson  

 

The Meeting was called to order at 8:02 am at District headquarters. 

 

Agenda Item: Approval of the minutes of the March 31st, 2016 Commission Meeting, 

 

Action: The minutes of the March 31st, 2016 Commission meeting were unanimously approved on a 

motion by Mrs. Shea. 

 

Agenda Item: Travel Request for Kaitlyn O’Donnell 

 

The Commission met to discuss the Travel request that the Director had submitted in February to 

SRMCB for Kaitlyn O’Donnell to attend an Integrated Tick Management Symposium in Washington 

D.C. on May 16-17, 2016. 

 

The travel request was approved by Alisha Bouchard on 3/15/16, but was rejected by Michael Valanzola, 

Chief Operating Officer at EOEEA, on 3/30/16. The rational for the rejection was sent in an e-mail from 

Joyce Toland on 3/31/16 - “…was not approved by EEA, the tick borne disease problem is not a mandate 

under MGL Chapter 252.” 

 

The Commission read and considered comments sent by Commissioner Pollack who could not attend the 

meeting. The Commission discussed the situation and agreed that the Commission should ask for the 

rejected travel authorization request to be reconsidered. The Commission mentioned two fundamental 

reasons in their request to reconsider.  

 

1) Although the Commission recognizes the ‘mosquito mandate’ contained in the enabling 

legislation (MA General 252), the District has always been a clearing house for municipal and 

resident information regarding other insect pests/vectors. In fact, next to mosquito control 
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information and control requests, ticks and Lyme disease are the next most frequent issue of 

concern to residents of the District. We have never considered it out of our mandate to offer help 

to those who seek information beyond our mosquito mandate. The staff of the NCMCB has 

received training in tick and Lyme disease at State approved events in the past (last one according 

to our records - March 2012) where staff receive credits toward their re-licensing requirements, 

especially relevant for the broad category of Certification (Code 47 – Mosquito and Biting 

Fly).The Commission thinks it is shortsighted to not educate our staff to the best degree possible 

on ticks and Lyme disease.  

 

2) The Commission also feels that its authority is being restricted in this issue by not being able 

to determine what is best for the NCMCD and its municipalities and residents. This 

Symposium falls within the budgetary limits of the District and the Commission feels it is 

authorized to spend budgeted funds in the best interest of the District and its member towns. 

 

The Commission also recommended that staff continue to receive training as needed on tick related 

issues by attending training at local events. 

 

Action: The Commission unanimously agreed, on a motion by Mrs. Shea, to send a letter requesting 

that Kaitlyn O’Donnell’s travel authorization request be reconsidered and approved in a timely 

manner.   

 

 

The Commission already has a meeting set for April 28th, at 4:30 p.m. at District Headquarters. 

 

 

At 8:16a.m.the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mrs. Shea. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Robin Chapell, Chairman 


